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PE is focusing on Basketball this trimester in all 
grades! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Mazal Tov… 
...Denise (Kelin, HDS class of '03) and Chaim 
Mark on the birth of their daughter, Tehila, 
and to proud grandparents Dr. Bob and Judy 
Kelin.  

Meet your SSDHDS Board of Directors 2017-2018 
 

Board Leadership: Geoffrey Berg, President and Moises Eilemberg, Vice President.  
Members at Large: Josh Cohen, Iliana Glovinsky, Allen Gruber, Gavin Horn, Matthew 
Johnson, Hillary Kleinman, Michael Leeman, Philip Silverman, Marilyn Williams, 
Marcia Wollner, Kimber Wrosch and Missy Wrotslavsky. 
 

Our newest Board Members: Matthew Johnson & Kimber Wrosch 
Matthew has lived in San Diego since 2003 and been involved with Soille Hebrew 
Day since 2008.  He has two children, one in 4th grade and one in 2nd grade.  
 

Matthew has worked in internet advertising since 2001, and serves as the Director 
of Operations for iProspect, which is a digital advertising agency.  His areas of 
specialty are around operational efficiency, and he holds multiple certifications in 
Lean process improvement.  Matthew has Bachelors and Masters degrees in 
International Business, with a focus in Marketing.  He has served on the SCY High 
Board in the past. 

 

Kimber is a new parent at Soille Hebrew Day School and is committed to being a part 
of the school’s growth. She and her husband, Mitch, have three boys currently at 
the school and are thrilled they attend Hebrew Day.  Kimber has 8 years of 
professional experience at Jewish nonprofits and is currently working at the Jewish 
Community Foundation.  Prior to joining the Foundation she was the Director of 
Women’s Education at the Jewish Graduate Student Initiative, and has also served 
as Director of Women’s Education for Meor. Kimber has worked for The American 
Opera Musical Theatre Co., Twentieth Century Fox, Distinctive Assets, and Candies 
Inc.  She is currently on the Board of Neve College for Women. 
 

What does the Board of Directors do? 
The purpose of the Board of Directors is to advise, govern, oversee policy and 
direction, and assist with the leadership and general promotion and stewardship of 
Soille Hebrew Day in support of the school’s mission and needs.  Board members 
offer leadership, financial management and fundraising, and are ambassadors for 
Hebrew Day in the San Diego community.   

Pictured:  Board and Staff at Summer Board Retreat. 

7th graders learning about the skeletal system by 
dissecting an owl pellet!  

6th graders in middle school English becoming 
experts in one grammar topic.  
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 Parshat Nitzavim-Vayelech 
Overview: Netzavim – VaYelech  (Deut: 29:9 – 31) 
Netzavim:  On the last day of his life, Moshe gathers together all the people, both young and old, lowly and exalted, men and women in a 
final initiation. The covenant includes not only those who are present, but even those generations yet unborn. Moshe admonishes the 
people again to be extremely vigilant against idol worship, because in spite of having witnessed the abominations of Egypt, there will always 
be the temptation to experiment with foreign philosophies as a pretext for immorality. Moshe describes the desolation of the Land of Israel 
which will be a result of the failure to heed Hashem's mitzvos. Both their descendants and foreigners alike will remark on the singular 
desolation of the Land and its apparent inability to be sown or to produce crops. The conclusion will be apparent to all - the Jewish People 
have forsaken the One who protects them, in favor of idols which can do nothing. Moshe promises, however, that the people will 
eventually repent after both the blessings and the curses have been fulfilled. However assimilated they will have become among the 
nations, eventually Hashem will bring them back to Eretz Yisrael. Moshe tells the people to remember that the Torah is not a remote 
impossibility; rather its fulfillment is within the grasp of every Jew. The Parsha concludes with a dramatic choice between life and death. 
Moshe exhorts the people to choose life.  
 
VaYelech:  On this, the last day of his life, Moshe goes from tent to tent throughout the camp, bidding farewell to his beloved people, 
encouraging them to “keep the faith.” Moshe tells them that whether he is among them or not, Hashem is with them, and will vanquish 
their enemies. Then he summons Yehoshua, and in front of all the people, exhorts him to be strong and courageous as the leader of the 
Jewish People. In this manner, he strengthens Yehoshua's status as the new leader. Moshe teaches them the mitzvah of Hakhel: That every 
seven years on the first day of the intermediate days of Succos, the entire nation, including small children, is to gather together at the 
Temple to hear the King read from the Book of Devarim. The sections that he reads deal with faithfulness to Hashem, the covenant, and 
reward and punishment. Hashem tells Moshe that his end is near, and he should therefore summon Yehoshua to stand with him in the 
Mishkan, where Hashem will teach Yehoshua. Hashem then tells Moshe and Yehoshua that after entering the Land, the people will be 
unfaithful to Him, and begin to worship other G-ds. Hashem will then completely “hide his face,” so that it will seem that the Jewish People 
are at the mercy of fate, and that they will be hunted by all. Hashem instructs Moshe and Yehoshua to write down a song - Ha'azinu - which 
will serve as a “witness” against the Jewish People when they sin. Moshe records the song in writing and teaches it to Bnei Yisrael. Moshe 
completes his transcription of the Torah, and instructs the Levi'im to place it to the side of the Aron (Holy Ark), so that no one will ever write 
a new Torah Scroll that is different from the original - for there will always be a reference copy. © 2010 Ohr Somayach  

DRASHA:  The final words of Moshe to Israel regarding its 
future course in history and destiny are recorded for us in 
these last two portions of the Torah. Mincing no words and 
offering no simple palliatives, Moshe tells Israel of its 
impending tragedies and difficulties. He offers hope and 
confidence that eventually all will come right and that there is 
no room for despair no matter the problems that the Jewish 
people will encounter in their long journey through history.  
  
But, he points out that G-d’s eternal covenant with Israel is not 
one-sided. And if Israel refuses to live up to its end of the 
agreement – the observance of Torah values and mitzvoth – 
and apes the prevailing immoral societal behavior of the 
nations of the world, then dire consequences will result.  
  
There will not be a free ride for the Jews in history. Payment 
will always be extracted for wrong decisions, abandonment of 
G-d’s covenant with them, sinful behavior and false value 
systems. Terrible things will befall them – events that, even in 
retrospect, are hardly describable and certainly never could 
have been predicted in advance.  
  
And yet, everything that Moshe foretold would happen to the 
Jewish people has in fact occurred. Nachmonides states that 
one of the great proofs of the veracity of Judaism is the fact 
that someone – Moshe - could stand millennia earlier and 
accurately describe what would happen in the far distant and 
then unimaginable future.  
  
But it is not that fact that makes the Jewish story so 
exceptional in the annals of humankind. It is the continued 
effectiveness and eternal relevance of the covenant between G

-d and Israel, a covenant that is clearly described in this week’s 
portions and which guides the story of the Jews over these 
millennia. 
  
In the parsha we are told that when awesome and terrible 
troubles will befall Israel, the Jewish response will be that the 
reason for these cruelties is because “the L-rd is not present 
within our midst.” The simple and universally accepted 
interpretation of this verse is that the Jewish people slid away 
from G-dliness and holiness, were not observant of the Torah 
and did not place any strong spiritual priorities on their 
behavior and in their lives.  
  
They pursued physical pleasures and assets for their own sake 
and ignored their true calling to be a holy nation and a 
kingdom of priests. The L-rd was not present in their midst and 
was not the major determining factor in their lifestyle and 
existence. However, the Malbim in a letter written at the turn 
of the twentieth century mentioned a different view of the 
verse. He, in describing the turbulent disaffection of Jews from 
Torah that already characterized his time, stated that there 
would be sizable numbers of Jews who, because of the 
tragedies, would deny that G-d existed at all. They would 
refuse to believe in, much less honor, G-d’s covenant with 
Israel. And this, in fact, is what happened to the Jewish people 
over the past century.  
  
But G-d’s covenant remains eternally in force with us and 
eventually the blessings of that covenant will be showered 
upon us in the great good New Year that is arriving. 
Shabat shalom. Shana  Tova  


